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SL’3JiCT: Military Supplies for 'North Kor*t 


The North Xoreaa Ar=y was equipped almost entirely with Soviet 
equipment prior to the invasion of South .Korea and the resupply of these 
forces since June has been almost exclusively from Soviet sources. The 
najocr part of tho petroleum products, military equipment and ammunition 
now bains’ supplied by the USSR to North Xoroa is sent from the Vladivostok 
area, which probably serves as both an originating and transshipment 
point for these items. Transport into Korea ia by rail or sea through 
such northeast Korean centers as Najin and Chong jin. 

The materiel requirements of Worth Korean unite are only a frac¬ 
tion of those of the US, and the transportation facilities available to 
the North Koreans, while damaged by UN naval and air attacks, are still 
able with improvised arrangements to meat the needs of front-line forces 
though not permitting the aectmilation of reserves. The economy of the 
rear areas, however, has been severely strained because of the disruption 
of rail and highway routes. 

The concentrations of rail traffic north of Seoul appear to be 
largest on the east coast-, indicating s major part of the supplies en¬ 
tering Koras probably .comes from the- Vladivostok area by water or from 
the USSR via Karbin-xuaen by rail. Coastal shipping is also heaviest 
or. the east coast; on the other hand, through highway traffic north of 
■ m»5u 1 Appears, to be heavier on the west coast. 

The North Korean* have adequate indigenous supplies of foodstuffs~ 
Although the supply of winter uniforms ray become a problem for the North 
Romans, It is probable that minimal requirements will be net. Worth 
Korea produces no - petroleum, but POL supplies from thfl Soviet Union are 
adequate. The resupply of unit equipment, which has been adequate to 
date, will depend more on transportation availability within Korea than 
or. the ability of the Soviet Union to replenish North Korean forces 
from stocks in the Soviet Per Zast add Manchuria. The supply of aorni- 
nition to the North Koreans appears adequate to support the present 
level of operations, but it Is unlikely that significant ^munition 
reserves are being built up primarily because of transportation diffi¬ 
culties to the forr.-ard areas. 






T>e Peoolo's Array of iterth Korea was originally equipped with sur- 
rr^^SVw nateriel. The initial supply ctf Soviet^ 
S oaSTfrora the stocks of the Soviet occupation writs. 
The U^Rreportedly agreed to equip six divisions and seven -'peace pr ener¬ 
vation"' units between 20 ?iay 1949 and M»ar W50. In addition, there he a 
been during 1950 a substantial flow of Soviet equipment, including Mlitary- 
typs vehicles (at a rate of at least. 130 per conthj, medical supplies, 
petroleum product#, blanket# and "special clothing. 

Resupply or materiel since 23 June 1930 has come almost exclusive]^ 
from the USSR. The large stockpiles of war materials that were established 
within the Maritime Military District of tfaa USSR in preparation for opera¬ 
tion# against Japanese force# in Kanchuria in 1945 - 

important source Tor the continuing resupply oi • t J?. l,ort JV 1C ?f®*f K H 3 ?* ^ 
addition. Date riel drape have undoubtedly b«eu built up by the USSR in 
North-Korea, and l&nchuria, a» well as the Soviet Far East, du.inff.tha post¬ 
war period. 

There have been specific reports of shipments from the USSR tq North 
Korea of such itena as GAS "jbBpfl" (266 were reported to have boon ahipped 
in one day) and other vehicles, tires, itee# of railroad aquipaent, special 
clothicjg" (uniforms?) and nedicel supplies during July and August. 

Truck convoys have recently been reported coving from ifraahuria into 
Korea. An additional indiestifin of logistic support frora the Dairen oer • 
Anting areas is the barge activity observed on the Korean west coast. It 
13 possible that Soviet materiel intended for the Chinese has been diverted 
, to the North Koreans. 



The daily supply requirements of the average North Korean caaba„ 
division are believed to total only about 70 tons. According to 
North Korean logistic planning tables, the tonnage which rauflt be 
put dorm in forward areas by Worth Korean supply and transport 
agencies is probably only about one-tenth or the US logistic require¬ 
ment. 

The over-all capacity of Korean transport facilities, despita 
its extreme vulnerability to attack because of the Urgs number of 
bridges and tunnels, ia still considerably greater than tha enecy s 
relatively e;nall supply requirements. Tha extraordinary aoility of_ 
the North "oceans to"absorb disruption of the transportation r.ctvwic 
is onhancsd btheir sspacf-V to improvise transport over nhsrt 
lines oFconnunicatioa "through the exploitation of. their large i^an- 
nooar rasounces. 












Supplies are being moved from North Korea to forward area* by 
all available means. Aerial reconnaissance has revealed that the' 
greatest rail traffic i* on the east coast line, running frc® tbs 
Kor ean-X'anchurion-Soviet border through the major eest coast Korean, 
ports to Wonsan and thence across to Seoul. This suggests that 
Soviet logistic support is being provided In quantity by water to 
North Korean ports for transshipment by rail from, the Vladivostok • 
area, or by rail via the Harbin-Tumen line. Considerable traffic 
in lesaer volume has also been observed on the west coast line 
from Sinuiju on the liana hurian border to Pyongyang and Seoul. 

Some of thie west coast traffic originates in Central Siberia or 
'.Veatern USSR. South of Seoul, rail traffic has been sporadic, 
saving largely at night, and through rail traffic has probably 
not been possible in recant weeks, cnriagk to the substantial number 
of bridges damaged or destroyed. Segments of the two rail 
lines in South Korea are still in operation, however,' utilising 
whatever equipment and repair facilities are available in the 
areas between destroyed bridges. 

The bulk of the through North Korean truck traffic observed 
recently has been moving along the vest coast. Several large 
truck convoys have been observed movie® southward between the 
r^anchurian-Korean border and Pyongyang. After delivery, these 
trucks will undoubtedly remain in North Korea. Trucks are also 
believed to be used extensively for the transshipment of supplies 
from railheads to those forward areas where rail lines are either 
non-existent or inoperable. Truck movements are being supplemented 
on a relatively large seals by use of human car swans arid bv animal-' 
drawn carts and vehicles. 

. . _. North Korean shipping operations have been observed both north 
and south of the 38th parallel and have been on a fairly — - 

scale on both coasts, particularly the eastern coast where there 
ore several Korean ports close to Vladivoetok which are not subject 
to the UN blockade. Traffic consists largely of a variety of small 
craft which move southward along the coast, primarily at night, 
using small harbors, ihieta and islands as staging points and trans¬ 
shipment centers, A few larger vessels of unidentified nationality 
have also engaged in this traffi?, • 
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The daily ration for front line North Korean troops is estimated at 
’ess than 1 pound per nan. The actual supply of food within the area 
presently occupied by North Korean forces is more than adequate to sup¬ 
ply the overall needs of an any of 200,000 for an extended ™zpei*a of 
a year or more. This ia predicated-on North Korean ability to hold and 
harvest the rich grain crops non maturing in southwestern Korea. Addi¬ 
tional foodstuffs are available from the relatively large Korean fisn 
catch and from the vegetable crops. 

2. Clothing 

North Korean imports from the CSSa, combined with stockpiling of 
uniforms and further restrictions upon civilian use, will provide mini- 
mum needs of the armed forces for cotton textiles. The provision of 
winter uniforms will presents, more serious problem, altnougfa it ia 
probable that the minimal winter clothing requirements will be net. 


It is estimated that the North Korean kray presently requires 16 
ton* of POL products per division daily. North Korean indigenous POL , 
resources are practically nil. A large refinery in Wonsan, built to 
process li million barrels of crude oil annually, and a large petroleum 
storage area north of Wonsan have been reported almost totally destroyed, 

__ n £ha supply,,of. petroleum produots in the USS8 and satellite* is ada- 

auato to meat requirements and to permit stockpiling. It 
that i4 million metric tons have been stockpiled along the Trans-Siberian 
Railroad and in tho southern lAritime Province. The support of the North 
Korean forces with petroleum products therefore constitutes only a email 
drain on these stocks and is a quaBtion of transportation rather than 
availability within the Orbit. 

Although a few tankers have been observed by reconnaissance in 
Korean waters, the considerable number of railway tank cars observed 
clorc the east coast line in Korea suggests that petroleum nuppli.es are 
primarily transported in smaller vessels from Vladivostok to uortheastora 
Korsan porta not sub<aot to the UN blockade, and thence trar.sloaded for 
movement souths/ard by railway tank cars and firmlly in smaller cooA.nars 
by truck. 


The quantities of combat equipment expended by the North Korean army 
during ths past 10 weeks is an almost certain indication that ordnance is 
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beii? suOTlied on a continuing baa is from source# outside. Korea. • ihtoUi- 
«nof reports dTnot indicate pra-invasion stockpiling of mLt equipuent 
of' a imgStude required to support current operations. CThjra have been 
coni freed reports of ne* trucks captured Trith only 200-300 KM on the 
so-e J one tors ) Estimates indicate that shocks of mteriel m Soviet ter- 
3££1lin to SrS%r. sufficiently 1«*. to peroit resujply of tha 
Peo-oto's Anar, hut there has bean no intelligence to indicate the amounts 
transport used. It ia concluded, hoover, that North 
Korean uni^equipoent resupply* li*« petroleum resupply, dependsJJpoa 
iSrth Korean ability to keep open and calntoin adequate transport to the 

zone of combat. 


The North Koreans are able to produce United quantities of Soviet- 
type mU arms, hand grenades, mortar aznj^iUan, and possibly artmery 
ahe*ls and is largely dependent upon the USSTTor it* ammunition supply. . 
lir a«S?s havrSdoubtiS increased this dependence. In to. approaches 
tfl^2nL^,^poundW*tic type *£nes, an item not manufacturable 
in SJTbian reputed, furthermore, Soviet manufactured fragment • 

bomba have been delivered to Korea. 

Ascurrition shipmanto to the Xoreaa front, totaling at i*>st 7,000 tons, 
ware made in lata August and early September at an average daily rate of 
330 tons. A North Korean coolbat division is estimated to require abo^t 
44 inns of anaunition daily, so that knoro ahipaanta in 

support 6 enemy division#. There ia evidence, ocxreover^thatthaaggraetto 
Quantity of amunition : actually oovad to forward areas in September con- . 
side-ably exceeded 350 tons par day. It appears likely, there*.ore, that 
the relatively lor level of North Korsan amamition requiremoi.: s is being 
met. • 
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